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growth of the soul, and has the promise of that growth
within it. Everywhere around us, if we see aright, is growing
good ; nowhere is there hopeless evil.

This struggle is expressed in the sad cry : <" What S would,
that I do not; what I would not, that I do." " When I would
do good, evi! is present with me." The wrong that we do,
when the wish is against the doing, is done by the habit of
the past. The weak Will is overpowered by the strong
Desire.

Now the Thinker in his conflict with the Desire-nature calls
to his aid that very nature, and strives to awaken in it a
desire which shall be opposed to the desire against which
he is waging war. As the attraction of a weak magnet may
be overpowered by that of a stronger one, so may one
desire be strengthened for the overcoming oF another, a
right desire may be aroused to combat a wrong one. Hence
the value of an ideal.

3. THE VALUE OF AN IDEAL

An ideal is a fixed mental concept of an inspiring char-
acter, framed for the guidance of conduct, and the formation
of an ideal is one of the most effective means of influencing
desire. The ideal may, or may not, find embodiment in an
individual, according to the temperament of the man who
frames it. and it must ever be remembered that the value of
an ideal depends largely on its attractiveness, and that that
which attracts one temperament by no means necessarily
attracts another.. An abstract ideal and a personal one are
equally good, regarded from a general standpoint, and that